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Statement on behalf of the undersigned to the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Agriculture, Rural Development, FDA and Related Agencies, April 4, 2014 

As the subcommittee considers FY 2015 Agriculture Appropriations, we urge you to provide 
adequate funding for a set of critical programs that make a real difference in communities that 
most need support. While only a fraction of the full agriculture budget these are the lifeblood for 
socially disadvantaged, new entry and veteran producers, farmworkers and communities: 

Outreach and Assistance to Socially Disadvantaged and Veteran Farmers and Ranchers: 
We request that the committee restore the funding base of the OASDVFR Program to allow the 
Secretary of Agriculture to assist both socially disadvantaged and veteran farmers and ranchers 
in participating equitably in the full range of USDA agricultural programs.  Specifically we urge 
you to provide not less than $10 million in additional funding to supplement the direct 
funding of $10 million annually in order to assure the program can accommodate both the 
traditional and new constituencies of the program, and ensure that Veteran Farmers and Ranchers 
are able to fully benefit from the program.   

The OASDVFR Program helps our nation’s historically underserved producers gain access to the 
United States Department of Agriculture’s credit, commodity, conservation and other programs 
and services by supporting technical assistance to producers through community-based 
organizations, tribes and educational institutions best prepared to reach and serve them.  
Established in Section 2501 of the 1990 Farm Bill, OASDFR provides technical assistance to 
reduce the trend among socially disadvantaged producers of engaging in fewer farm program 
payments, fewer and lower-valued loans, and less outreach and training than other producers. 

• The OASDVFR Program in recent years has served more than 100,000 rural constituents and 
is an invaluable resource for the more than 400 counties in more than 35 states serving a wide 
range of socially disadvantaged recipients living in persistent poverty areas of the country.   

• The program is bringing diverse producers back to USDA or in the door for the first time 
greatly increasing participation in the NRCS High-tunnel program and the FSA microloan 
program. OASDVFR programs are fundamental to the goals and work of Secretary Vilsack’s 
Strikeforce Initiative. 

• The 2014 Farm Bill expanded the program to include Veteran Farmers and Ranchers, but with 
a 50 percent reduction from previous funding levels to provide only $10 million in direct funds 
annually. With adequate resources, the OASDVFR Program can also provide critical support 
for veteran farmers and ranchers.  The 2010 Census identified 21.9 million veterans in 2009, 
including 156,000 American Indian Veterans, 2.4 million African American Veterans, 1.2 
million Hispanic Veterans, and 265,000 Asian Veterans. Many Veterans are from rural areas.  

• The lack of funding for the program in FY 2013 has meant that groups receiving support have 
already or are laying off hundreds of experienced staff as the final year of their contacts have 
expired creating a service gap to thousands of producers who need their assistance to access 
USDA programs. Restoring these services is essential with a new Farm Bill coming into effect. 

We strongly support this important program and ask you to support funding at the fully 
authorized level to ensure both the traditional constituencies and the expanded 
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constituency of Veteran Farmers and Ranchers are able to fully benefit from the program.  

USDA Coordination Activities:  Beginning and socially disadvantaged producers have long 
needed an office at USDA to help better understand and utilize the wide array of USDA services.  
The Office of Advocacy and Outreach, established in the 2008 Farm Bill, is in full operation 
and working effectively with communities across the nation to provide equitable access to its 
programs and enhance the viability and profitability of our nation’s diverse and new entry 
producers. We urge you to provide the full $2 million authorized to support OAO’s staffing 
and operational needs and activities related to the new Military Veterans Agricultural Liaison 
as well as the Farmworker Coordinator and the OASDVFR Program; overseeing the Advisory 
Committees on Minority Farmers and Ranchers, and Beginning Farmers and Ranchers; and 
managing the 1890, 1994 and Hispanic serving institutions programs.  Adequate OAO funding 
will enhance coordination among USDA agencies as a new Farm Bill takes effect to include 
underserved constituencies and Strikeforce areas. 

In order to provide critically needed services to tribal producers, we urge you to expand funding 
for the Federally Recognized Tribal Extension Program (FRTEP) to at least $10 million for 
FY 2015 to reach at least 100 of the 566 Tribes. Congress mandates research and extension 
services in every county in the nation – over 3,100 offices nationwide, funded cooperatively by 
county, state, and federal levels of government. Extension services are not extended to Indian 
Reservations, except through the limited federal funds provided through USDA to the FRTEP.  
Tribes contribute in-kind cost share for office space and a small portion of operating expenses. 

Only 36 extension agents are supported on Indian reservations with current funding of $3 
million. The inadequate funding of FRTEP has a profound negative impact on the long-term 
viability of tribal agriculture, which remains a critical basis for the economic security, health and 
nutrition of Native Americans.    

Fewer than 4 percent of American Indians living on America’s Indian reservations have access to 
these programs, yet more than 97 percent of America’s counties have had robust programs since 
1914.  Increased funding would allow FRTEP to serve better the many tribes who have 
repeatedly requested full access to these programs.  It is time that Native American producers, 
families, youth and reservation residents receive the same level of service as US citizens who are 
not reservation-bound.  In order to correct this grave inequity, we urge you to provide $10 
million for this program in the FY 2015 Agriculture Appropriation. 

The Beginning Farmer and Rancher Individual Development Account (BFRIDA) Program 
is designed to help beginning farmers and ranchers of limited means finance their farming 
endeavors through business and financial education and matched savings accounts. This new 
program helps individuals with financial training and assistance so they can build assets and 
make needed purchases to get started in agriculture. We urge you support of $2.5 million FY 
2015 appropriation for BFRIDA so it can work together with other new farmer initiatives to 
create economic opportunities and greater stability for both urban and rural beginning farmers. 
We further urge you to support the President’s FY 2015 Budget Request for program 
leve1s of $1.5 billion for Direct Farm Ownership loans and $1.252 billion for Direct 
Operating Loans. We also urge you to instruct FSA to develop price information to improve 
eligibility and lending capabilities for farmers growing for local and regional food markets.   

We also urge you to ensure that farmers and ranchers who are in economic trouble receive fair 
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loan restructuring and servicing of their loans by funding the federal match for State 
Mediation Programs at $5 million.  These programs currently operate in 40 states.  

Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) – We request that you invest in 
critical sustainable agriculture research and education conducted at the field level by farmers 
themselves by including funding for FY 2015 of $30 million the SARE program. 

Healthy Food Financing Initiative:  We urge you improve health outcomes and increase access 
to healthy foods for low-income people by strengthening local food systems through significant 
investments of funds from both the Department of Agriculture and Department of Treasury 
necessary to get the Healthy Food Financing Initiative fully operational in FY 2015.  

Summer Electronic Benefits Transfer BT (SEBTC) pilot projects: For the past two years, 
USDA has been conducting pilot projects in eight states and two Indian nations that used 
electronic benefits to reach children when school meals are unavailable. These pilots have been 
proving remarkably successful at reducing childhood hunger and we urge they be continued 
with a $30 million investment. 

Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI): We support inclusion of report language 
and funding for increased public research and development of seed varieties and livestock breeds 
to ensure the diversity of our nation's food supply.  Specifically, we urge the inclusion of report 
language on public cultivar development be included under AFRI, and for USDA to see classical 
plant and animal breeding as a priority area within the AFRI process.   

Rural Cooperative Development Grants: We urge you to provide $9.1 million for RCDG, 
including $3 million for centers targeting socially disadvantaged producers to assist 
individuals in beginning and expanding cooperatives. We oppose the Administration’s proposal 
to consolidate RCDC into a Rural Business and Cooperative Grants program. 

Rural Microenterprise Assistance Program: We urge you to foster development in rural areas 
by preserving the full mandatory funding of $3 million as provided in the 2014 Farm bill and by 
adding an additional $3.3 million in discretionary funding, for total support of $6.3 million.  

Value-Added Producer Grants: VAPG offers grants to farmers and ranchers developing farm- 
and food-related businesses that boost farm income and create jobs in rural America. Growing 
interest in local and regional foods means greater need for regional supply chains and enterprises 
that aggregate local production, exactly the kind of rural development strategy VAPG is 
designed to support.  We request no changes in mandatory program spending as well as $15 
million in discretionary funding for VAPG, the same level as included in the final FY 14 bill. 

Food Safety Training: We urge you to provide funding to assist farmers to adapt to coming 
Food Safety and Modernization Act rules for Food Safety Training at $5 million for FY 2015. 

Appropriate Technology Transfer for Rural Areas: We urge you to provide $2.5 million to 
ATTRA for FY 2015 to provide support to farmers and extension agents across the country.  

Organic Transitions Integrated Research Program: We urge you to provide $5 million to 
invest in new organic research with farmer delivery systems included and allow organics a fairer 
portion of the research budget.  

Federal-State Market Improvement Program: We request funding be continued at the FY 
2014 level of $1.363 million. This program is critical in matching funds to state departments of 
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agriculture to assist with research and creating new markets for farmers.  

Conservation Programs:  We further urge you to protect and maintain direct funding for 
agricultural conservation programs including the Environmental Quality Incentive Program and 
the Conservation Stewardship Program, and other programs that help producers across the nation 
protect their land. The diverse producers we represent are returning to USDA through these 
programs, and building up small operations that care for the land and contribute to the economic 
viability of small rural communities in some of the poorest areas of the nation. 

Implementation and Enforcement of Existing Laws: We strongly support allowing USDA to 
implement and enforce existing laws relating to provisions of Country of Origin Labeling 
(COOL) and the Grain Inspection Packers and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) as included 
in the 2008 Farm Bill.  We strongly oppose the use of riders within the appropriations process to 
limit the authority of the USDA to enforce these important laws.   

As you proceed with funding for these important programs for FY 2015, we urge you to consider 
the impacts of your funding decisions on the next generation of American farmers and ranchers, 
and with great care to being inclusive of beginning, minority, tribal, women, and limited resource 
farmers who are often in most need of these important programs 

Rural Coalition/Coalición Rural, Washington, DC 
Community Food & Justice Coalition, Oakland, CA 
Farmers Veteran Coalition, Davis, CA  
Federation of Southern Cooperatives Rural Training and Research Center, Epes, AL 
National Alliance of Farmworker Women, Oxnard, CA 
National Family Farm Coalition, Washington, DC 
National Hmong American Farmers, Inc., Fresno, CA 
National Latino Farmers and Ranchers Trade Association, Washington, DC 
National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition, Washington, DC 
North Carolina Association of Black Lawyers Land Loss Prevention Project, Durham, NC  
21st Century Youth Leadership Movement, Eutaw, Alabama  
Alabama State Association of Cooperatives, Forkland, AL 
Albany Food Justice Coalition, Albany, NY 
American Federation of Government Employees Local 3354, St. Louis, MO  
American Indian Mothers Inc., Shannon, NC  
Arkansas Land and Community Development Corporation, Brinkley, AR   
Ashtabula, Geauga, Lake Counties Farmers Union (Ohio), OH  
Atrisco Land Grant, Atrisco, New Mexico 
California FarmLink, Santa Cruz, CA  
Carolina Farm Stewardship Association, Pittsboro, NC  
CASA del Llano, Hereford, TX 
Center for Social Inclusion, New York, NY  
Citizens For Water, New York, NY  
Colorado Latino Farmers and Ranchers, Antonito, CO  
Concerned Citizens of Wagon Mound and Mora County, Wagon Mound, NM  
Dakota Rural Action, Brookings, SD  
Damascus Citizens for Sustainability, Milanville, PA  
Delgado Farms, El Paso, TX  
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Ecohermanas, Washington, DC  
Environmental Justice and Health Alliance for Chemical Policy Reform, Washington, DC  
Fair World Project, Portland, OR 
Farmworker Association of Florida, Apopka, FL  
Fernandez Ranch, Centerville, WA  
FOCUS Churches of Albany, Albany, NY  
Food Chain Workers Alliance, Los Angeles, CA 
Grassroots International, Boston, MA  
Hmong National Development, Inc., Washington, D.C.  
Hunger Action Network of New York State, New York, NY  
Indian Country Agriculture and Resource Development Cooperation, Anadarko, OK 
Indian Nations Conservation Alliance, Twin Bridges, MT  
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy, Minneapolis, MN  
Land Stewardship Project, MN 
Latino Economic Development Center, Minneapolis, MN  
Local Matters, Columbus, OH 
Los Jardines Institute (The Gardens Institute), Albuquerque, NM  
Maine Rural Partners, Orono, MAINE  
Michael Fields Agricultural Institute, East Troy, WI 
Mississippi Association of Cooperatives, Jackson, MS 
Nebraska Sustainable Agriculture Society, Ceresco, NE 
Northern New Mexico Stockmans’ Association, Espanola, New Mexico 
Northwest Farm Bill Action Group, Seattle, WA 
Northwest Forest Worker Center, Albany, CA  
NYH2O, New York, NY  
Oklahoma Black Historical Research Project, Inc., Oklahoma City, OK  
Operation Spring Plant, Inc., Oxford, NC 
Orangeburg County Young Farmer, Orangeburg, SC  
Pesticide Action Network, Oakland, CA 
Pululu Farms, Arroyo Seco, NM  
Quote...Unquote, Inc, Albuquerque, NM 
Roots of Change, Oakland, CA  
Rural Advancement Fund, Orangeburg, SC 
Rural Development Leadership Network, New York, NY 
San Diego 1 in 10 Coalition, San Diego, CA 
San Diego Hunger Coalition, San Diego, CA 
Slow Food California, Sacramento, CA  
South Valley Regional Association of Acequias, Albuquerque, NM  
Southwest Workers Union, San Antonio, TX  
Taos County Economic Development Corporation, Taos, NM 
Victory Garden Foundation, Oakland, CA  
Viva Farms, Burlington, WA  
Western Sustainable Agriculture Working Group, Austin, NV  
WhyHunger, New York, NY 
Winston County Self Help Coop, Louisville, MS 
World Farmers, Inc., Lancaster, MA



 


